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Commission Regulation (EU) 2025/6661 – Cellulose Gum (E 466) 
 
 

Thank you for your interest about our Akucell and Cekol Cellulose Gum (Sodium 

Carboxymethyl Cellul ose, NaCMC, E 466), products. 

 

Cellulose gum, along with other cellulose derivatives, is utilized as a food additive 

authorized under Regulation (EC) No 1333/20082 and Regulation (EU) No 231/20123, 

which establish specifications for food additives listed in Annexes II and III to Regulation 

(EC) No 1333/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council. 

In April 2025, Regulation (EU) 2025/666 was published, amending Annex II and Annex 

III to Regulation (EC) No 1333/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council 

concerning the use of certain cellulose derivatives, as well as the Annex to Commission 

Regulation (EU) No 231/2012 regarding the specifications of these cellulose derivatives, 

including cellulose gum (E 466). 

 
Regarding cellulose gum, two major changes were enacted: 

1. The authority recommended revising the maximum limits for toxic elements (arsenic, 

lead, mercury, and cadmium) in the specifications outlined in Regulation (EU) No 

231/2012 for these food additives to ensure that they do not become a significant 

source of exposure to the aforementioned toxic elements through food. The new 

maximum limit for arsenic, lead, mercury, and cadmium is not more than (NMT) 0.1 

ppm. 

2. Additionally, the authorization for sodium carboxymethyl cellulose, cellulose gum (E 

466) in food categories 13.1.5.14 and 13.1.5.25 was withdrawn and removed from 

Section B of Part 5 of Annex III to Regulation (EC) No 1333/2008. This section contains 

food additives added to nutrients intended for use in foodstuffs for infants and young 

children, as listed in Point 13.1 of Part E of Annex II to that Regulation. 

 

Considering that the authority did not identify an immediate health concern linked to the 

presence of toxic elements not exceeding the currently applicable limits in the food 

additives, and to allow food business operators to adapt to the new, more stringent 

specifications laid down in this regulation, the application of the new specifications has 

been deferred, and a transitional period has been provided. This means that cellulose 

gum lawfully placed on the market before 27 October 2025 may be added to food in 

accordance with Annexes II and III to Regulation (EC) No 1333/2008 until the exhaustion 

of stocks.  
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Furthermore, food containing cellulose gum and food containing cellulose gum belonging 

to food categories 13.1.5.1 and 13.1.5.2 that have been lawfully placed on the market 

before 27 October 2025 may be marketed until their date of minimum durability or 'use-

by' date. 

 
 

Thank you for your interest in our Cellulose Gum products. If you have any further 
questions, please contact us. 

 
 

Sincerely, 
Product Safety & Regulatory Affairs  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
1Commission Regulation (EU) 2025/666 of 4 April 2025 amending Annex II and Annex III to Regulation (EC) 
No 1333/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards the use of sodium carboxy methyl cellulose, 
cellulose gum (E 466) and the Annex to Commission Regulation (EU) No 231/2012 as regards specifications for cellulose 
(E 460), methyl cellulose (E 461), ethyl cellulose (E 462), hydroxypropyl cellulose (E 463), hydroxypropyl methyl cellulose 
(E 464), ethyl methyl cellulose (E 465), sodium carboxy methyl cellulose, cellulose gum (E 466), cross-linked sodium 
carboxy methyl cellulose, cross linked cellulose gum (E 468) and enzymatically hydrolysed carboxy methyl cellulose (E 
469) 
2 Regulation (EC) No 1333/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 December 2008 on food additives 
3 Commission Regulation (EU) No 231/2012 of 9 March 2012 laying down specifications for food additives listed in 
Annexes II and III to Regulation (EC) No 1333/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council 
4 Dietary foods for infants for special medical purposes and special formulae for infants (food category 13.1.5.1)  
5 Dietary foods for babies and young children for special medical purposes as defined in Directive 1999/21/EC (food 
category 13.1.5.2) 


